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Developer helps kill tax hike in latest tusle wiHr township
Bloomfi,eld
a'imedto fund
publ'ic safety

BY ANDREW DIETDERICH
C IU I N'S D ET RO I T 8USlrVfSS

Developer Craig Schubiner and
several Bloomfield Township resi-
dents opposed to a proposed pub-
lic-safety millage incr-ease claimed
victory last week aftel. voters
turned it down,6,71E to 6,168.

The vote was a victory of sorts
for Schubiner, who has been at
war with the township since 2000
over a g2 billion, 9 million-square-
foot development that his Harbor
cos. proposes to build on 84 acres
he owns near Square Lake and
Telegraph roads.

Township ollicials rejected the

plan, and Schubiner subsequently
struck an agreement with Pontiac
oflicials to annex the land. Pontiac
voters agreed. During the same
time period, the torvnship struck a

deal to transfer
the land to Birm-
ingham. The
parties have
been in litiga-
tion ever since.

Schubiner
doesn't live in
Bloomfield
Township, and
the property
now legally is in

Pontiac. However, Harbor's pub-
lic-relations counsel, Tina Bassett,
said Schubiner founded the Fah
Tax Commlttee to lobby against the
tax increase because pending liti
gation could return the land to
Bloomlield Township, and he does-
n't want his taxes to go up. Bassett
is president of Detroit-based Bae"

sett & Bsssott lnc.
Also, she said, Schubiner was

outraged by what the group called,
among other things, a deceptive
proposal that township officials
tried to sneak past voters.

"The issue is how it was prcsent-
ed," Bassett said. "There wasn't any
public input or discussion. They
didn't lay out where the money w€ls
going or what it would be used for.
There is no accountability."

The committee spent about
$2,000 sending postcards to Bloom-
field Township voters and posting
"no new tax" signs.

Township Supervisor David
Payne called the allegations totally
false and said it was clear where
money would go.

He said all revenue generated
through the public-safety millage
would have to go into the public-
safety fund. Money could not be
transfered to the general fund by
law, he said, even though money

can be moved from the general
fund to any township department.

Payne said the township has op-
erated with a shordall for its pub-
Iic-safety expenses for the past
four or five years. In past years, it
was able to transfer money from
the general fund into the public-
safety budget rather than ask for a
tax increase to cover the shorfall.

But with cutbacks in state rev-
enue and a decrease in investment
income from treasury bills and
CDs, the township sought the vote
to resolve the deficit issue.

"We have immediate needs that
must be addressed," Payne said.

The township also has spent
more than $5fi),000 on litigation re-
lated to the project, costs that also
come out of the general fund,
Payne said.

According to the township's
summer newsletter, the township
faces a $4 million deficit this year.

The proposed 2.S-mill increase

would have increased the Public
Safety Department's annual bud-
get frorn about $10 million to about
$u milion.

Payne said ollicials are deciding
whether to put the millage back on
the ballot in November.

In the pending litigation, the
Mlchlgan Court of Appeals is expect-
ed to rule early this week on
whether to overturn an Oaktand
County Clrcult Court decision that
the annexation petition was valid,
Bassett said.

A separate lawsuit in the Circuit
Court over the attemoted transfer
of the land to Birmingham is pend-
ing. Circuit Judge Denise Lang-
ford Morris ordered the sides to
negotiate a settlement last Novem-
ber. Neither side wanted to com-
ment on the cases, but both con-
firmed they are negotiating.

Andrew Dietderich: (313) 446-
03 I 5, adietder ic h@crain.corn

Venturcsl Wall St. woes spur would-be entrepreneurs
preneurial networking gtoup The
IndUS EntreprsneureDatrolt last year
and started her own business, Ac-
celerator Group L.L.C,, this summer.

There ale the people who ahvays
wanted to be entr.epreneurs and
decided the risk was no greater
than being employed by corpomte
America, people who rvere laid off
and people who left jobs for the op-
portunity to get in the game at
what they hope is the bottom ofthe
market. she said.

"I tall into that third category,"
said Chaturvedi, who Ieft an in-
vestmetrt-banking post at Amherst
Capltal L.L.C. "I've wanted to do
sontething on nry own. I was a se-
nior consulta.nt at Amherst. peo.
ple were beginning to recognize
nle as an investment tranker.
(Clients) rvere interested in getting
us to get them customers.

"My interest ultimately was to
have a platform to launch compa--
nies. I rvanted to move frorn being
a consultant for other people's

businesses to lending my experi-
ence on the inside ofa business."

In a lot of cases, new entrepre-
neurs are deciding that putting
some of their eggs in their own
baskets is better than putting them
in the stock market or a business
they don't have a hand in, said Ra-
jesh Kothali, managing director of

Accelero Gapltal
Partners L.L.C.

"What's hap-
pened in the
slowdown with
Enron Corporatlon
and WorldCom
and Arthur Andsr-
son L.L.P. is peo-
ple are saying, 'I

don't have any
more security in

the market today than if I went out
on my own,' " Kothari said.

And with six-month buyouts
and severance packages in the
mix, many want-to-be entrepre-
rreul's are finding that "a big

chunk of the risk of starting your
business goes away," he said.

Kothari, who left the comfort of
a gl'oup partnership to take a stab
at buying into and directing com-
panies on his own, said there has-
n't been a better opportunity to try
going it alone in a generation.

"This is the frrst opportunity for
our generation to invest in or start
something in or near the bottom of
the market since the beginning of
the l980s," he said. "This is our
chance to start at the bottom and

hope the tide
helps us into the
future."

That's cer-
tainly a big paft
of the reason for
the interest in
enhepreneur-
ship, said Rick
Snyder, founder
of Ann Arbor-snvder ()r Ann ArDor.- 
based Ardesta

LL.C. Snyder said he's seen an up-

surge in inquiries from entrepre
neurs and would-be entrepreneurs
recently.

A lot of people are looking for
more satisfaction out of what they
do than they are getting out of the
traditional career path, he said.

Entrepreneurism "is an oppor-
tunity to jump into a new fireld,"
Snyder said. "And when you have
a tougher economy, people may be
forced to look for new things. I
know of one gentleman who was
working in the meatpacking in-
dustry - he was working on the
floor, cutting beef - he became
one ofthe more successful stained-
glass artists in the country. He
built a thriving family business."

People who have an entrepre-
neurial mind-set are always look-
ing fol opportunity, said Marc
Topoleski, an immigration attor-
ney at Clark Hltl plc who wor*s with
entrepreneurs.

"We all know the economy is
still not the greatest, but entrepre-

neurial people have skills to create
wealth. If done smartly, this can be
a good time to undertake opportu-
nities," Topoleski said.

"There is still ventur.e capital to
be invested. The money didn't just
go away. They are just being more
selective about the opportunities
they will invest in."

The prevailing reason for the in-
crease in entrepreneurial efforts
certainly seems to be what's hap-
pening in corporate Arnerica,
Topoleski said.

"People ale seeing that the only
way to be secure in your future and
your career is to take more control
ofit yourself," he said. "Sure, there
are many entrepreneurs who don't
succeed, but there's something
about taking your career in your
own hands that gives people a feel-
ing of having more control over
their futures."

Katie Merx: (313) 44&0JJ7, kmerx
@crain.com

Employment Bad news - quarterly numbers show little change
sales increases outnumbered reports of de-
creases.

Business investment grew slightly, and 12
percent of small businesses said they added
employees, up from ?.3 percent in a Febru-
ary survey. About TB percent reported no
change in employment, similar to the previ-
ous sulvey, and 14.6 percent said employ_
ment decreased, down from l?.8 percent. A
SBAM spokesman said the group's seen no
indication of business sentiment changing
since the May survey.

In Southeast Michigan, the pace of job
cuts has "moderated substantially" from
2001, but unemployment in Wayne, Oak-
land, Macomb, Washtenaw and Livingston
counties r.emains well ahead of last year,

UnmpmyntruTRATIs
2nd 1rt 2nd

quaatei quart.t qrartor
counry 20o/2 2oo2 2qr1

7.O%
4.9

Macomb 6.0 6.2 4.7
Waehtenaw 3.1
Llvlng3ton 4.1

6.2 6.8 4.9
Source: Mlchigan Deparment of Career Development

Weaver said.
The biggest gap is in Wayne, where sec-

ond-quarter 2002's 7 percent unemployment

is 1.6 percentage points higher than last
year. Washtenaw had the smallest year-to-
year change, going from 2.8 percent in the
second quarler of 2ffi1 to B percent this year.

Since 2002's first quarter, Michigan em-
ployment has risen 1.8 percent. The growth
included statewide gains in construction
and services. But the metro Detroit and Ann
Arbor statistical areas lagged slightly be-
hind the state in second-quarter job expan-
sion, Weaver said.

Employment in the six-county Detroit
area - which encompasses Wayne, Oak-
land, Macomb, Monroe, St. Clair and Lapeer
counties - grew 1.4 percent from the first
quarter this year. Propelling the growth
were gains in the construction industrrr'-

which added more than 8,000jobs, a l0 per-
cent increase - and services.

The three-county Ann Arbor area of
Washtenaw, Livingston and Lenawee coun-
ties added 3,2ffi jobs from the previous quar-
ter, a 1.1 percent increase. Private-industry
jobs rose in all sectors except for manufac-
turing, which was basically unchanged, said
Weaver of Career Development.

And unlike Michigan and the Detroit
area, he said, the Ann Arbor region posted a
slight year-to-year increase in employment,
with growth in areas such as construction
and services offsetting a decline in manufac-
turingjobs.
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