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Oakland County needs another
convention center like it needs an-
other oothole.

Don't just take my word for it,
though. Take it from L. Brooks Pat-
terson, the county's love.himor-hate
him executive.

When it comes to his top priorities,
another convention center in his
county - be it publicly owned, pri-
vately owned or some kind of partner-
ship - doesn't even make the cut.

The county already has a privately
owned convention center in Novi, he
said. Owner Blair Bowman plans to
open an $18 million replacement
center about a mile west of the cur-
rent location by June.

That center has an annual roster of
more than 70 shows and 150 events.

Could the l-75 corridor use a simi-
lar convention center? Sure.

Does it need one? No.
And if Patterson doesn't make it a

top priority, why should anyone else?
Time would be better spent ad-

dressing the county's real issues now.
At the top of the list are roads. The

county projects a $1.5 billion short-
fall for roads in the next 1O years.

Expansion of Cobo in the late
1980s was funded through the
metro Detroit portion of a statewide
hotel and liquor sales tax. That
means Macomb, Wayne and Oak-
land counties help pay.

Oakland County contributed $7.4
million of the $18.3 million collected
in metro Detroit through the hotel
tax in 2000 alone.

What if that money could be kept
in Oakland County and allocated to
something the county needs?

It won't exactly solve the poect-
ed shortfall problem, but Oakland
County needs every dime it can get,

That's why.Patterson is pushing
for private developers to foot the bill
for a new Cobo and has not made it
a priority to get a developer to plop
one in, say, Independence Township.

But there are other reasons not to
waste time developing a second con-
vention center in Oakland County.

You could reasonably go through
each community and come up with
ggod reasons it doesn't make sense
for any of them.

Royal Oak is busy with its dowrr
town. Femdale and Hazel Park would
be too close to Cobo. Southfield would
be too close to the Novi Expo Center.
Berkley and Clawson are too small.

Voters in Troy sent a clear mes-
sage last August when they voted
against a proposed private-public
partnership for a center at the Civic
Center land at Big Beaver and l-75.

In Rochester Hills, two massive
projects are planned at the Adams
Road-M-S9 interchange. A confer-
ence center isn't part ofthose plans.

It might work in Pontiac, possibly
at the site of the Silverdome, but is a
convention center going to generate
the kind of revenue the city needs?

That leaves the county's northern
suburbs, which are not exactly con-
venient.

So I return you to Patterson's
thoughts on the subject: lt's not a
priority and shouldn't be.
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I effLeestma spends his days surrounded
I by some of the biggest names in automo-

! tive history, and he wants more people to
share the experience with him.

6. Gllmore Gar Museum, 13, Mlchigan Internatlonal 18. Walker Tavern,
Hickory Corners. Speedway, Cambridge Twp. Cambridge Twp.

tractions comprising the MotorOliles Herltage
Area.

The Natlonal Park Servlce named the 10,000
square miles comprising southeast and mid-
Michigan as the MotorCities National Her-
itage Area in 1998. By designating the region
a National Heritage Area, the Park Service
identified the area as a place that best repre-
sents a specific theme and story in U.S. histo-
ry: in this case, automotive history.

While the region hasn't
done much to take advan- , r
tage of the designation, i r
Mark Pischea, executive ,nij,i:iir i

director of the MotorCi- sagh.w
ties area. said the lack of
cohesion on
the part of
the nearly
1,200 histor-
ical auto-
motive mu-

llow sportiry
Windsor expects to benefit
from Pan Am Junior games.
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ltt|arketing dilemrna:
Cars are setty, sll
tllhy isn't car history?
M otorC'it'ies group w ants
to romunce local ais,itors

Leestma is president of
the Automotive Hall of Fame
in Dearborn, and while the
20,000 to 30,000 visitors a
year to the Hall of Fame
are an increase from when
the hall was in Midland
and attracted fewer than
1,000 visitors a year, it's
still less than what
Leestma believes it could
be. He's not alone in his

disappointment over promoting Detroit's au-
tomotive heritage as a tourist attraction.

The MotolOltles Herltage prolect may pro-
vide the push the region needs. Formed by

16. R.E. Olds ,
Transportatlon ,
l!/luseum,
Lansing.

17. Stagecoach
Stop USA, Cambridge
Twp.

19. The Walter P. Ghrysler
Museum, Auburn Hil ls.

20. Ypsilanti Automotlve

seums, plants, homes and other exhibits to
promote the area hurt efforts to attract visi-
tors, especially local visitors.

"We need to better communicate to the
residents of the heritage area that there are
amazing things in (their) back yard," he
said.

Pischea wants to push people toward the
attractions beyond what everyone knows al-
ready: The Henry Ford and the Woodward
Dream Cruise. He said there are other muse-

ums in Dearborn and Orchard
Lake as well as cruise-ins - car
shows where anyone with a car
can display their vehicle, but no
prizes are awarded - as well as
more formal car shows around
the region.

The group's promotional plan

See History, Page 24
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the Big Three automakers, suppliers and
other automotive organizations in 1998, the 
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group is putting the finishing touches on a I
plan aimed at raising awareness of the at- ,
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These 17 counties comprise the area i  Ki ldnrd/oo udlrtoori
designated as a national heritage area for Kal.mazoo l
automotive history. Here are some of the l
major points of interest:

1. Alfred P. Sloan Museum
Flint.

2. Automotive Hall of Fame,
Dearborn.

3. Detroit Hlstorlcal
Museum, Detroit.

4. Edsel & Eleanor Ford
House, Grosse Pointe
Shores.

5. Flsher Manslon, Detroit.

7. GM World at GM Global 14. MotoEports Hall of
Headquarters, Detroit. Fame of Amerlca and

8. Henry Ford Estate-Falr Museum, Novi'

Lane, Dearborn. 15, Nankin Mllls, Westland.

9. The l
Henry I

Ford,
Dearborn.

10. Meadow Brook llall,
Rochester Hills.

11. Michlgan Flrehouse
Museum, Ypsl lant i .

12. Michlgan Hlstorical
Museum, Lansing.
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Heritage Museum, Ypsilanti. A 1908 Model T


