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UM laser Genter puts doctoral research to rvork
BY ANDREW DrnrnonrcH

(:RAIN',S DETROI1"AUSI tSS

The Universlty of Michigan has
launched a research center for
laser manufacturing that puts
doctoral students' research direct-
ly in the hands ofcorporations.

The Center for Lasers and Plasmas
for Advanced Manufacturing already
has five members including Toyota
Motor Manufacturing America lnc..
General Electric Co. and Ann Arbor-
based IMRA America lnc.

The purpose, said Jyotirmoy
Mazumder, a mechanical engi-
neerlng professor and director of
the school's Center for Laser-Aided ln-

telligent Manufacturing, is to give
students real-world cxperience.

Companies benefi t  by having
high-level students working on
complex research at a greatlv re-
duced cost. he said.

Membership is $30,000 annually.
Companies also may participate at
the associate level for $10,000 an-
nually. The program was partially
funded by $50,000 from the National
Science Foundation.

"Students will have a much bet-
ter idea of the kind of approach
they'll need to take to succeed in
this industry," Mazumder said.
"Industry gets to try out different
concepts in a much more cost-ef-

fective manner."
Students receive a st ipend of

about $18.000. Mazumder said.
Companies that join the consor-

t ium have voting r ights on the
board of directors. Fees go into a
general research fund, and each
year the board votes to decide
what research areas to pursue.

Member companies may elect
to buy intellectual property gener-
ated by the research by negotiat-
ing a standard research contract
with the university. at which
point the intellectual property be-
comes proprietary.

"The investment is not that
large to us," said Tak Omitsu,

president of IMRA. "It's very cost-
effective."

Omitsu said employees with
master 's degrees working on simi-
lar kinds of research would re-
ceive a salarv of at least $70,000.
Employees with doctorates would
receive even more. he said.

Omitsu said IMRA is interested
in biotech research and hopes that
IMRA lasers can some day be used
in the research.

But even if no biotech research
comes out and IMRA lasers aren't
used, he said "it's still important to
support this university activity."
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Infiniti
Energy pact
adds products
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Infinit i  Ene.gy & Envlronmental
lnc., a Detroit-based natural-gas
marketer, hopes to double its rev-
enue this year thanks to a new dis-
tribution agreement with a Port
Huron company.

The company entered into an
agreement in January with Mlchl-
gan Petroleum Technologles Gorp., a
marketer and distributor of petro-
leum-based products. The agree-
ment al lows Inf init i  to market
commercial fuels, industrial end
fleet lubricants, oil purification
and other products in addition to
natural gas. MPT sells its products
to Infiniti, which can then sell the
products to i ts customers, said
Richard Seim, MPT executive vice
president.

In return, MPT can warehouse,
package and distribute its prod-
ucts from Infiniti's l9-acre center
in Detroit. MPT, which has served
eastern and mid-Michigan for the
past 40 years, plans to use the cen-
ter to expand
into metro De-
troit and north-
ern Ohio.

"We have the
product, and we
have the site,"
Inf init i  Presi-
dent Dexter Sul-
l ivan said. "Al l
the pieces fit."

Because In-
finiti is minority-owned, both com-
panies hope the agreement will al-
low them to gain business with
automotive oil and lubricant sup-
pliers, such as Pennsylvania-based
Henkel Corp. and Houghton Interna-
t ional Inc., through procurement
diversity initiatives.

If all goes as planned, Infiniti
plans to generate 96 million in rev-
enue this year, up from 92.9 million
in 2004. Michigan Petroleum Tech-
nologies wouldn't release revenue
figures but estimates 2005 revenue
growth of 10 percent to 15 percent
because ofthe deal, Seim said.

"We're looking at this as an op-
portunity to mentor a minority-
owned business and give them an
opportunity to grow into an arena
that they don't currently operate
in," said Seim, whose company's
cl ients include Henkel, euaker
Chemical Co. and Amerlcan Axle &
Manufacturlng Holdings Inc.

Under the new agreement, In-
finiti secured a 950,000, two-year
renewable contract with Detrolt
Public Schoots to provide fluids and
lubricants for fleet trucks and the
district's 400 buses.

The district has bought natural
gas from Infiniti for the past five
years and hopes it can take advan-
tage of the new products Infiniti is
offering, said Oreese Collins, the
district's executive director of con-
tracting and procurement.

Sullivan thinks that contract will
be the first step in helping the com-
pany expand into new markets.

"We think it's working already,"
Sullivan said.
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