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Milford DDA to redevelop formerTRW plant
Bv ANnnnwDrnrnnmcn
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?he Milford Downtown Devetop-
nent Authorlty has signed a letter
of intent to buy a former TRW Auto
motive lnc. plant in the heart of the
city with hopes to resell it to a de-
veloper that will build a hotel and
homes at the site.

Ann Barnette, executive direc-
tor of the authority, said she ex-
pects the purchase to be finalized
by the end of November.

A request for proposals to de-
velop the property could be issued
before the purchase agreement is
finalized, Barnette said, to begin

converting the property from a
vacant industrial site to a viable
development.

Barnette said the price for the
6.7 acres of land is $1.6 million.
Also, the DDA has set aside up to
$2 million to help develop the
land, which includes some conta-
mination.

"TRW took a strict stance for
years that it would only sell the
land for nonresidential purpos-
es," Barnette said. "For them to
change their mind is a huge
breakthrough for us."

Barnette said developers and
purchase agreements for the prop-
erty have come and gone over the

years. Operated as a Kelsey-Hayes
plant for more than 30 years, the
plant closed in 2001. TRW bought
Kelsey-Hayes Co. in 1999.

Most recently, in 2003, South-
field-based Etkln Equtfles L.L.C.
planned to build a hotel on the site.
Those plans never got offpaper,

The land is on the north side of
the tiny, but rapidly growing,
southwest Oakland County en-
clave. The property faces the vil-
lage's scenic Mill Pond.

Barnette said the DDA wants a
hotel to be a part of the buyer's
plan. The hope, she said, is to
have a hotel with about 85 rooms
on about two acres of the site with

the other land developed as resi-
dential.

Barnette said the DDA likely
won't sell the property to a devel-
oper that doesn't present a hotel
as part ofthe plan.

"The General Motors Proving
Grounds gets 150 visitors a day,"
she said. The proving grounds are
west of downtown Milford.

"Those people all stay in
Wixom, Hartland or other places
nearby," Barnette said. "We want
them to stay here and eat in our
restaurants and shop in our
stores."

Andrew Dietderich: (313) 446-
03 1 5, adietder ich@Ar ain. com

Fowlerville also approved a lo-
cal tax abatement valued at
$600,000 over 12 years to support
the $4 million-plus project.

Robert Ankeny: (31J) 446-0404,
bankeny@arain.com
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Detroit,
Livingston
plans win
tax breaks
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The Michigan Economic Develop
ment Corp. has approved brown-
field single business-tax credits for
two empty buildings in Detroit ex-
pected to generate more than 96.9
million in private investment.

Vinton Building t.t.C. will use a
tax credit valued at 9500,000 to re-
model the interior of the lz-story
building at 600 Woodward Ave. for
condominiums and to restore the
facade to meet U.S. Department of In-
terior standards for historical
buildings.

A group of L0 investors, includ-
ing former Detroit Lion Robert
Porcher, plans to convert the Vin-
ton Building, which once housed
the Detroit Bar Associatlon, into lofts
and commercial space. The city
will assist the g5 million project
through a Neighborhood Enter-
prise Zone and Obsolete property
designation.

On Detroit's Southwest side, the
Lithuanian Hall L.t.C. is to receive a
tax credit valued at 9190,b00 to re-
vitalize the 12,500-square-foot
Lithuanian Hall at Vernor High-
way and 24th Street. The complet-
ed project is to contain commer-
cial, residential and office space
and house two nonprofit organiza-
tions, Casa de Unidad and Southwest
Nonproflt Housing Corp. Building im-
provements will include electrical
and heating and plumbing up-
grades, and an energy-efficient
roof and air-conditioning system.

The city is expected to support
the project with an Obsolete prop-
erty Rehabilitation certificate.
Southwest Housing Nonprofit has
secured a 9250,000 grant and a 91.1
million loan from the Nonprofit
Facilities Center for the renova-
tions.

The agency also has a 950,000
grant from the Community Founda-
tlon for Southeastern Michlgan to
help pay for the 92.2 million pro-
ject.

Southwest Housing plans to oc-
cupy the second floor ofthe 12,600
square-foot building. It also plans
to lease the garden level of the
building to O'Brien Construction Co.
Inc. and the first floor to other ten-
ants.

In Livingston County, the
MEDC granted a 9250,000 single
business-tax credit to Amerlcan
Compounding, a startup contract
manufacturer of thermoplastics
for the plastic and chemical indus-
tries, to build a 1?,500-square-fo0t
manufacturing plant on a cleaned-
up site at 200 Veterans Drive in
Fowlerville.


