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From 1‘ podium, John Bates, president of
Grosse Pointe War Memarial Veterans Glub,
opens the meeting on Oet. 8, 2015.

GROSSE POINTE WAR MEMORIAL

VETERANS CLUB

By Andrew Dietderich

Veterans Club may walk into the historic
building separately, but inside they stand as one,
and all in attendance feel it.

That unspaken sense of unity among those who have served
is a constant theme and the reason many say they need to be
involved with the organization.

Tt's a feeling that allows Cheryl Costanting, a Desert Storm
veteran, to feel a kinship with 93-year-old Ray Mabarak, who
served in World War I, The two were among the 30 or sowho
attended the mroup’s Oct. # meeting,

“Once viou wear a uniform, vou have a brotherhood for life,”
savs Mabavak. “Whatever branch you are affiliated with you
feel it when vou get together with a group like this.”

Costantino says she makes it a priority to attend club
meetings. “We're losing so many veterans of World War 11,
Eores, and even Vietnam now,” she savs., *T just love to come
here and learn about what thev experienced and what they saw
with their own eyves.”

The Grosse Pointe War Memorial Veterans Club consists
of former and active duty servicemen and women “who have
joined together to honor the traditions of the U.S. Avmed
Forees and to support the patriotic mission of military service
organizations,” according to the nonprofit’s mission statement.

The club dates back to the late 19705, when a group of
veterans who regularly met at Grosse Pointe Memorial Church
formed the organization. Eventually, the clubwas allowed to
atart using space at the Grosse Pointe War Memorial and given
approval to incorporate the historic site's name into its gwn.

Today, membership is open to all honorably discharged
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veterans regardless of serviee branch or years served and who
live within 30 miles of the Grosse Pointe War Memorial,

There aren’t any dues or income, Money to pay for stuff like
coffee, cooldes, printing, mail (the group doesn't use e-mail or
the Internet) comes from the organization’s annual fund drive.

The group also welcomes and encourages guests who may be
interested in learning more about what it's really like to be part
of the US. Armed Forees — instead of relying on books, made-
for-TV documentaries or movies.

Meetings also include a guest speaker. For example, John
Lind, director of 5t. Clair Shores-based Detroit Arsenal of
Democracy, rave a presentation in October on the brutal Battle
of the Bulge.

“You can do all of the reading vou want, but firsthand
interpretation of history is the best, and that's exactly what yvou
get with this group,” says Lind, a veteran of the Marine Corps,
Wavy and Air Foree who served between 1980 and 2oo7. “Tt's
an extremely valuable part of our community and more people
should take advantage of having such a wealth of information
right here in Grosse Pointe.”

The next meeting is scheduled for Jan. 14 at 7:90 p.n. For
mre information, call John Bates, president, at (313) 881-
4125, or Larry Sullivan, vice president, (313) 881-8631.
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