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(Left to right)
Michigan Secretary
of State Ruth
Johnson, Alison
Claerhout Wright,
community
relations man-
ager, Eversight
Michigan, Betsy
Miner-Swartz,
communications
specialist, Gift of
Life Michigan, and
Tina McPherson,
manager, Lapeer
County Plus

office. Johnson
recognized the
Lapeer office for its
success in signing
people up to be
organ donors.
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the accident, Evan became a
donor, saving the lives of four
men and one woman, while
helping countless others.”
Johnson presented the
Kimballs with the Shining Star
Award while Ward Kimball
proudly held a photo of their
son in his baseball uniform
and several in attendance at
the press conference could be
seen wiping tears from their
€

yes.

“Lydia and Ward have
worked tirelessly to grow the
registry,” Johnson said. “You
name it, they've been there.
Conferences, sporting events,
casinos, rallies, golf outings,
and more.”

Lydia Kimball thanked
everyone for supporting the
program, and spoke briefly
about their commitment to
promoting organ donation.

“We prayed for a miracle
while Evan was in the hospital
and shortly after realized that
... Evan was the miracle,” she
said, fighting back tears. “I do
work tirelessly at what I think
are sometimes silly places,
but if they take me, I'll spread
the word.”

Representatives of non-
profits that work with the
Secretary of State to facilitate
organ donations also weighed
in on the Kimballs’ efforts.

“Through their grief, Lydia
and Ward Kimball found a
way to honor their son Evan
and his gifts by inspiring oth-

ers to become donors,” said
Dorrie Dils, CEO of Gift of Life
Michigan, the state’s federally
designated organ recovel
program. “The Kimballs are
ambassadors for our mission,
and in so doing, they keep
Evan’s spirit alive, just as his
donation has meant new life
for his recipients.”

One of those recipients,
George Magulak, was in
Lapeer for the event.

The Bloomfield Hills res-
ident received a liver from
Evan Kimball.

“I think about Evan every
single day,” Magulak told The
County Press. “There’s not a
night that I don’t say a prayer
to him. If I could, I would
trade my life for Evan’s, but
that’s just not the way the
world works.”

Magulak, 67, was diagnosed
at age 54 with primary biliary
cholangitis. For years, he said,
he was largely asymptomatic,
but conditions rapidly wors-
ened leading up to the liver
transplant. Without the pro-
cedure, Magulak likely would
have died within weeks due to
liver failure.

Today, Magulak said he
“feels wonderful.”

“Without Evan, I wouldn’t
have been able to go on with
my life,” he said. “I wouldn’t
be able to go on with my
kids, my family, so I'm bless-
ed beyond belief because of
Evan.”

“And I'm going to take real
good care of this liver,” he
added.

The Secretary of State is
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Locals support organ donor registry

Nearly 78% of adults in
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LAPEER — Michigan Secretary of
State Ruth Johnson visited Lapeer
Wednesday to recognize the value of
the state’s organ donor registry, along
with a bittersweet example of the how
the program saves lives.

Johnson presented Ward and Lydia
Kimball with a Shining Star Award
during a press conference held at the
Lapeer County Plus Secretary of State
office that is among the most success-
ful in the state in signing up potential
donors.

The Kimballs, from West Branch,
lost their 18-year-old son Evan, when

county give gift of life

he died in a 2015 fatal car crash. He
had chosen to be an organ and tissue
donor prior to his death and his dona-
tion saved the lives of five people.

To honor their son, the Kimballs
have been on a mission to sign up
4,444 new donors — in honor of the
No. 4 baseball jersey Evan wore — for
the Michigan Organ Donor Registry,
successfully signing up almost 1,600
people in 18 months.

“Because he made the selfless
choice to join the organ donor registry
when he received his driver’s license,
his tragedy became a bridge for hope
and life,” Johnson said. “Two days after
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George Magula, 67, Bloomfield Hills, attended the press con-
ference held Wednesday by M|c|_1|gan Secretary of State Ruth

in Lapeer. N

d a life-saving liver transplant

that was possible only through the state’s organ donor registry.

involved because that’s where
most people decide whether
or not to be donors when
doing stuff like applying for or
renewing their driver’s license
or state identification.

Lapeer was the chosen
location of the event because
several staff members have
direct connections to organ,
tissue, and eye donation. One
employee’s husband received
a kidney, another donated a
kidney, and a third person

donated part of her liver.

The branch was called out
by Johnson for being “one of
our best offices for registering
people to the organ donor
registry.

“Last year, this branch
alone registered nearly 2,600
people to the registry and
because of their work, near-
ly 78 percent of the adults
in Lapeer County are on
the organ donor registry,”
Johnson said.

Johnson presented local
branch representatives with
a certificate recognizing the
success.

Tina McPherson, manager,
Lapeer County Plus office,
later told The County Press
that the close ties staff mem-
bers have with organ donation
helps them talk about it with
customers in a way that is
more personal.

“We just ask the question
more often because we're
more aware of it,” she said.

It can often make the differ-
ence in convincing those who
may be on the fence about
organ donation, she said.

“Because they were active
in the program, they know
more about it whenever ques-
tions come up,” McPherson
said.

Johnson said the success
the Lapeer branch has reflects
increasing awareness of organ
donation statewide.

“Altogether, our branch
offices across the state have
been able to add an extra 2.4
million people to the donor
registry just since 2011,”
Johnson said.

The total number of people
on Michigan’s donor registry
is 4.5 million, she said.

Betsy Miner-Swartz, com-
munications specialist, Gift
of Life Michigan, said it was
important to note that any-
one interested in becoming a
donor need not wait until vis-
iting a Secretary of State office
to sign up. More information
can be found at www.giftoflife-
michigan.org



