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Shooting
pit draws

70 calls
to police
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810-452-2609 adietderich@
mihomepaper.com

MAYFIELD TWP. — Neighbors
of the shooting pit in Mayfield
Township have called the police
70 times in the last two years
to complain about shooting,
including 44 times this year so
far, according to Lapeer County
Central Dispatch records.

As a result, the Michigan
Dept. of Natural Resources and
Lapeer County Sheriff's Dept.
are working together to find a
way for shooters and residents
to live amicably, including the
possibility of relocating the pit
altogether.

On Friday, the DNR reissued
a press release reinforcing the
rules at the shooting pit located
in the Lapeer State Game Area
off of Roods Lake Road, north of
Vernor Road. The agency also
released a video specific to the
Lapeer Shooting Pit that can be
viewed at youtu.be/2-QZBlvCzfw.

The DNR also vows more fre-
quent law enforcement patrols

PlT on page 10A

Photo by Andrew Dietderich

Justin VanHaverbeck, of Sterling Heights, aims his automatic rifle at the Lapeer Shooting
Pit at the Lapeer State Game Area in Mayfield Township. VanHaverbeck is among those who
appreciate the ability to shoot at the range with less restriction than other ranges.
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of the area, and says “safe, lawful
shooting will be enforced regularly.”

The DNR said In Its release that
“unlawful and unsafe target shoot-
ing” at the pit has caused “user con-
flicts and management Issues.”

The agency Identifles some Issues
as congestion of people, unsafe
use of targets, early-mormning or
late-night shooting, and damage to
habitat and restoration efforts (tree
damage. litter, etc.).

“Many hunters head to the
Lapeer Shooting Pit (as DNR refers
to the site) to sight In thelr guns,
and with the recent changes to
target shooting on this state game
area, we want to help hunters be
safe and to shoot legally,” sald Joe
Robison, DNR field operations man-
ager for the Southeast Reglon.

Justin VanHaverbeck occaslonally
drives from Sterling Helghts to the
Lapeer Shooting Pit to fire off a few
rounds. He calls It cathartic, and
Itkens 1t to the way other people go
fishing, or visit a casino to relax.

When visiting the pit last week,
he brought automatic rifle, a shot-
gun, a .9mm pistol, and a 50<callber
Desert Eagle handgun. He called It a
day at around 1 p.m.

“I've known about this place a
long ttime now, maybe six years,” he
said. “It’s nice to be able to shoot
without so many restrictions.”

VanHave sald he typically
goes to an Indoor range closer to
home.

He sald many places have rules in
place where shooters can fire once
every three seconds, or have only
so many rounds In a gun's magazine
(the device within or attached to a
gun that holds ammunition).

“Out here, there's no restric-
tlons, except for what you shoot
at,” VanHaverbeck sald. “They only
want you to shoot at paper or clay
(targets). Nothing welrd. No explod-

t 5.
II.lg‘So like to come out here, set up
a bunch of targets, and kind of have
some fun,” he said.

John Olart, vice president of
Michigan Gun Owners, sald anoth-
er appeal Is the abllity to practice
drawing a gun from a holster, a
move many conslder Important for
self<defense yet not allowed at many
ranges due to safety concerns.

According to its webslite,
Michigan Gun Owners Is a nonprofit,
grass roots organlzation commit-
ted to educating the public on safe
responsible §:n ownership and pre-
serving and defending the right to
keep and bear arms as guaranteed
by Michigan's Constitution.

“If you're an experlenced shoot-
er, you can £o to a place like the
Lapeer Pit where you can do the
kind of practice you can't do at a lot
of other places.” Olart said.

That makes the Lapeer Shooting
Pit so popular with people from
across the entire southeast
Michigan reglon, Olari said, that
Michigan Gun Owners has a detailed
thread about the site (uwww.

migunowners.org/forum/showthread.
php?204324-LapeerPit-General-info ).

The thread includes specific rules
about the pit and urges those who
use It to clean up after themselves.
(The organization Is helping pro-
mote a cleanup at the pit set for
May 7.)

Olart told The County Press that
gun owners generally want to follow
the rules and respect nelghbors
because they appreclate the free-
doms afforded by the ability to use
the Lapeer Shooting Pit.

VanHaverbeck sald as word has
spread about the pit, he has seen
an Increasing number of shooters at
the range.

“A lot more people know about 1t
now,” he sald.

VanHaverbeck sald all the shoot-
ers he has seen at the range try to
be respectful, and “nobody’s doing
anything stupid.”

However, he sald he’s never been
to the range before it opens or after
it closes.

Hours of the pit are amonﬁ the
set of nine basic rules the DNR Is
attempting to emphasize.

Currently, the pit 1s open from 9
am. to 7 p.m.

Other rules center largely on
shooting activity In general, includ-
ing prohibiting use or attempted use
of Incendiary or explosive targets.

One video posted In 2015 to
YouTube called “Half Pound of
Tannerite vs Family Picnlc Cooler
- The Lapeer Pit™ appears to show
a cooler full of explosives explode
after being shot at by an AR-15.
Tannerite Is the brand name of a
patented exploding target used for
firearms practice.

Lapeer County Undersheriff
Jeremy Howe sald a meeting was
held about six weeks ago that was
orchestrated by Rep. Gary Howell,
R-Deerfield Township, and included
representatives from the Lapeer
County Sheniff's Dept., Michigan
State Police, Michigan Dept. of
Natural Resources, and Mayfield
Township Supervisor Manna
Ireland.

Howe sald the group brain-
stormed ways to address the high
number of complaints. Among the
tdeas floated, he sald, was the pos-
sibility of moving the pit if shooters
and nelghbors continue to be at
odds.

Currently, Mayfield Township
contracts with the sherniff's depart-
ment for patrol of the area.

“It's still a priority for us,” Howe
sald. “The citizens who ltve around
there pay Into the contract just ltke
everybody else does.”

However, he admits, it does get
to be “a bit much” when calls are
coming In at 7:01 p.m., one minute
after shooting Is supposed to end
for the day.

“You have to take Into account
that there are still all of the other
people who pay Into the contract,
too,” Howe sald. “Obviously If two
calls come In at once and one Is
a domestic and another 1s a nolse
complaint, the priorty Is going to
be where we are needed most.”



