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Sean Barnett, ninth grade, Zemmer Middle School, shakes the hand of Lapeer County Sheriff's Dept. Deputy Jimmy White during
Thursday's open house at the school. Barnett says it “feels good” to know Deputy White is there.
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good thing,” said Amy
Maruca, principal,
Zemmer Middle School.

The Mayfield
Township Board of
Trustees voted in July
to contract a fifth officer
to serve as a school liai-
son through the Lapeer
County Sheriff's Dept.

“This was brought to
the table by you guys,
and I'm impressed by
that,” Lapeer County
Sheriff Scott McKenna
told the Mayfield Board
of Trustees during initial
discussions.

McKenna later said
it was a “rough year” at
Zemmer Middle School.

Among other things,
Zemmer Middle School
is at the epicenter of an
ongoing case involving
three teens who face life
in prison if convicted on
charges of conspiring a
Columbine-style massa-
cre.

“Especially with what
we saw this year, I think
we really need to focus
on these schools,” he
told the board.

After Mayfield offi-
cials approved fund-
ing the position, the
Lapeer County Board of
Commissioners gave the
final approval needed on
Aug. 17.

The position is being
paid for with 75 per-
cent of the cost from
Mayfield Township and
25 percent from the
school district.

White was first intro-
duced publicly by LCS
Superintendent Matt
Wandrie at the Lapeer
Community Schools’
“opening day” meeting
held Wednesday.

Later that day, during
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Lapeer County Sheriff Scott McKenna (left, back) watches as Deputy Jimmy White addresses a crowd of

hers, and staff at Z
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an open house event
held at Zemmer Middle
School, McKenna intro-
duced him to students,
teachers, and support
staff at the school.

“One of the biggest
pieces of the puzzle
that I've been trying
to do since I came into
office was to really
focus on our kids, focus
on our schools, focus
on what we're doing
here,” McKenna said.
“One of the parts of that
was to get someone
involved here...get a
deputy involved in our
schools.”

He told the crowd
White would be based
full-time in, and focused
on, Zemmer, which has
an enrollment of about

900 eighth and ninth
graders.

“For Mayfield
Township and the
district to realize the
importance of that, |
commend all of them,”
McKenna said. “That’s
the kind of community
and partners we want.”

In introducing White,
McKenna told parents
that they should encour-
age their kids to talk to
White whenever needed.

“Jimmy's whole focus
is kids in the commu-
nity and what they're
doing,” McKenna said.
“He’s going to be a huge
resource for us.”

Throughout the open
house and during a brief
speech, White contin-
ually stressed that his

presence at Mayfield
schools is not some sort
of “punishment” for any
activity others may have
engaged in previously.

“Some people say
it's a shame we have
to have police in our
schools,” White said.
“That’s absolutely not
what I'm here for.

“I'm here to foster a
relationship with our
children,” said White.

White's office at
Zemmer is near the
school entrance.

Though the majority
of his time will be spent
at the middle school,
White said he plans to
try and visit each of
the elementary schools
(Schickler, Lynch, and
Mayfield) in Mayfield

| during an open house Wednesday.

Township at least once
a day during the school
year.

He's already met
with school officials,
citing a need to identify
“how the schools are
operating so | can apply
myself.”

When school is out for
the summer, White will
continue to be involved
in community outreach
programs for children
and with road patrol.

Of course, many in
Lapeer County know that
White is no stranger to
the community.

For about a decade,
White has been mak-
ing Lapeer County a
safer place for children,
involved in popular pro-
grams like Safetyville.

He began as a road
patrol deputy in 2008,
and two years later began
working with the Child
Advocacy Center (CAC).
He's been the depart-
ment’s CAC liaison ever
since.

He told The County
Press in April how he
ended up in Lapeer.

In 2008, he had just
been laid off by the Flint
Police Dept. and heard
the Lapeer Police Dept.
was hiring. After filling
out an application at the
police department, White
and his family got lost in
the city.

By the time they got
directions back to I-69 at
a local Sunoco station,
his baby daughter was
hungry and fussing so he
and his wife pulled off
the expressway at Lake
Nepessing Road.

“It was a fluke,” he told
The County Press.

As his wife was feed-
ing their daughter, White
noticed the Lapeer
County Sheriff’s Dept.
sign at John Conley Drive
and decided to fill out an
application. The next day
Lt. James McLain called
him and offered him a

b.

“We fell in love with
the town really quick,”
White said.

Sean Barnett, a ninth
grader at Zemmer,
approached White imme-
diately after his presen-
tation.

“I just wanted to go
up and say ‘hi’, and tell
him what my name is,
start a good relationship”
Barnett said.

The County Press asked
Barnett how it felt to
know White would have
such a strong presence at
school.

“It feels good,™ he said.



