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County records show 
GFL Environmental USA 
acquired the former site 
of Newark Aggregate & 
Landscape Supply Inc. for 
$3.5 million in a deal that 
closed June 9.

Just 10 days later, 
officials from GFL 
Environmental USA — 
which stands for “Green 
For Life” — were in front 
of the Lapeer Township 
Planning Commission 
detailing their plans as 
part of a public hearing 
held in conjunction with 
the special land use per-
mit the company seeks.

At that time, the com-
pany was given initial 
feedback from the town-
ship on what it needed to 
do to obtain the special 
land use permit it seeks. 

Because the previous 
owner had been doing 
composting on site, GFL 
was “grandfathered” in 
and has been allowed to 
continue operations at 
the site. 

Further, GFL officials 
have said the previous 
owner never bothered 
with obtaining the proper 
regulatory and environ-
mental permits it should 
have, such as from 
the Michigan Dept. of 
Environmental Quality.

Still, neighbors say 
the stench has grown 
increasingly problematic 
throughout the sum-
mer as operations have 
ramped up. 

The company began 
serving 63 communities 
as of July 31 and does 
not operate any other 
compositing operations 
in Michigan, Joe Munem, 
spokesman for GFL 
Environmental USA, told 
The County Press in July.

It was revealed during 
Monday’s meeting that 
composting at the site 
is expected to increase 
from 25 acres within the 
site to 75 acres. Mining 
operations will continue 
for up to 10 years.

During the meeting, 
Rick Burns, senior vice 
president, Northville-
based NTH Consultants 
Ltd., was front and center 
representing GFL in deal-
ing with the board.

Munem, Michael 
Fleming, executive 
vice president, GFL 
Environmental USA, and 
Richard Manczak, attor-
ney from the Southfield 
office of Varnum L.L.P 
(whose official corporate 
profile lists “local coun-
sel for $200 million sale 
of large environmental 
services company and 
related real estate” as a 
recent transaction he was 
involved in), sat along 
one of the walls.

Burns said sev-
eral times that GFL 
Environmental USA had 
essentially inherited a 
big mess from the former 
owner, and that the root 
cause of the smell could 
largely be attributed 
to old compost being 
“turned” for the first time 
in a long time. 

Several times he asked 
the board to give the 
company a year to turn 
things around.

“(The former owner) 
just kind of left things. 
He left compost piles 
without being turned, 
and we’re turning those 
now,” Burns said, adding 
the compost has “been 
aged too long.” “I think 
this is just a transition-
al period from the new 
operator that’s willing to 
do all the environmental 
compliance permitting 
that needs to be done 
that wasn’t done before. 
We’re just going to run a 
much better operation.” 

As Burns explained, 
“turning” the compost is 
essential in addressing 
the smell created by com-
post because the stench 
is attributed to compost 
not getting enough oxy-
gen. At GFL’s Lapeer 
operation, he said, two 
large excavators — which 
came with the sale of the 
property — are used in 
the process, moving up 
and down massive rows 
of compost.

Burns also told the 
board that the compa-
ny was working with 

the Michigan Dept. of 
Environmental Quality to 
secure a ground water 
permit. It also is working 
with the Lapeer County 
Health Dept., which com-
pleted an inspection of 
Aug. 24, and the Michigan 
Dept. of Transportation 
to ensure it does every-
thing proper with regard 
to transporting compost 
to and from the site.

When the compost 
leaves the site, it’s taken 
to a Scotts Miracle Gro 
site in Imlay City where 
it is bagged and sold in 
stores like Home Depot, 
Burns said. 

Further, he said that 
only “yard clippings” 
would be processed at 
the site and provided a 
definition of “yard clip-
pings” to the board. The 
definition “means leaves, 
grass clippings, vegetable 
or other garden debris, 
shrubbery, or brush 
or tree trimmings, less 
than 4 feet in length and 
2 inches in diameter, 
that can be converted to 
compost humus. Yard 
clippings do not include 
stumps, agricultural 
wastes, animal waste, 
roots, sewage sludge, or 
garbage.”

Since the township 
doesn’t have an ordi-
nance specific to com-
posting operations, Burns 
said, it is using MDEQ 
guidelines. That means 
the company is striving 
for “minimum isolation 
distances” (setbacks) 
of: 50 feet from prop-
erty line, 200 feet from 
residence, 100 feet from 
body of surface water/
lake/stream/wetland, and 
unspecified use of berms, 
buffers, and screens. 

He added that GFL 
also relies on composting 
guidelines prescribed by 
the Michigan Recycling 
Coalition, along with 
“The BioCycle Guide to 
Yard Waste Composting,” 
and recommendations 
from the U.S. Composting 
Council.

That means routine 
temperature readings 
of compost, turning at 
appropriate times. 

Burns also noted 
several items related to 
GFL’s Lapeer Township 
operations, including:

• No more than 20 
trucks a day will leave 
the site with sand/gravel. 

• No more than 20 

trucks a day will deliver 
“yard clippings” for com-
posting.

• No more than 20 
trucks a day will leave 
the site with compost 
headed for Scotts 
Miracle-Gro.

• A maximum of three 
trucks will come or go 
per hour. 

• Hours of oper-
ation are 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m., Monday through 
Saturday.

• Noise will be “gen-
erally less than ambient 
traffic from M-24 and I-69, 
not to exceed 55 decibels 
at residential properties.

• The company will 
monitor moisture and 
temperature to time turn-
ing.

• Optimize turning 
based on wind conditions 
and low occupancy peri-
ods of 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Doug Piggot, senior 
planner with Rowe 
Professional Services 
Co. and the township’s 
planner, was tasked with 
reviewing the application 
to determine compliance 
with zoning ordinance.

He identified several 
issues that need to be 
addressed, such as a 
requirement that any 
site along M-24 north 
of Newark Road being 
required to install side-
walks as part of the site 
plan approval. 

He also said the site 
plan needs to address 
discharge of storm water 
and traffic safety, and 
that the planning com-
mission must determine 
if “compliance with state 
standards for operation 
of a compost facility 
would be adequate to 
reasonably protect sur-
rounding property own-
ers from impacts of the 
proposed expansion of 
the composting facility.”

Corwin Mabery, 
president, Davis Land 
Surveying & Engineering 
P.C. of Lapeer, and 
engineer for Lapeer 
Township, took on the 
job of reviewing the 
GFL application with 
regard to concerns over 
the project along with 
compliance with the 
township’s Ordinance 
No. 5 (Soil Removal 
Ordinance).

With regard to com-
posting at the site, 
Mabery said GFL still 
needs to address several 

issues, including:
• Providing additional 

information to demon-
strate how the surface 
runoff from compost 
piles will be treated prior 
to entering adjacent bod-
ies of water.

• Showing how poten-
tial fuel spills and/or 
chemical spills will be 
contained.

• Considering “addi-
tional safe guards, such 
as domed/ventilated, 
storage, additional 
equipment, and larger 
setbacks” to minimize 
odor and other nuisance 
factors for neighbors.

• Provide the town-
ship with a copy of its 
groundwater discharge 
permit from MDEQ, if 
obtained.

• Provide the town-
ship with copies of all 
tests done with regard to 
water.

• Provide the town-
ship with additional 
information about how 
“plastic bag debris and 
such” will be separated 
and disposed of.

Once GFL, Piggott, 
and Mabery made their 
presentations, planning 
commission members 
had their say. 

Thick asked why GFL 
isn’t proposing covering 
its Lapeer compost piles 

like other GFL operations 
have in Canada, stating 
the Lapeer Township 
“doesn’t want to be the 
armpit of Lapeer County.”

“The cost of coverage 
operations for this size 
are astronomical, and it 
doesn’t make econom-
ic sense,” Burns said. 
“Michigan law doesn’t 
require it, and we’re 
operating under the cur-
rent standards.”

“I’m aware it doesn’t 
require it, and I don’t 
think it does in Canada 
either, but you built it to 
satisfy somebody who 
was complaining about 
odors,” Thick said. 

Planning commission 
member Dan Gingell 
questioned why compost 
piles are allegedly being 
turned so close to bodies 
of water. He stood and 
presented several photo-
graphs to Burns that pur-
ported to show compost 
next to, and in, water on 
the site.

Gingell said he was 
given the pictures.

“That pond is less 
than 10 feet from the 
water, and this one, when 
they flipped them, they 
put right into the water,” 
Gingell said present-
ing pictures to Burns. 
“You’re doing a poor 
job of flipping the piles 

into the pond. They’re 
supposed to be 100 feet 
away from the ponds.”

Planning commission 
chairman Tim Roodvoets 
noted the importance 
of considering as many 
factors as possible with 
regard to the compost-
ing operation. He cited 
growth in the township 
prior to the economic 
downturn the late 2000s. 

“In the future, we may 
start hitting those levels 
again,” he said. “So where 
it may seem sparsely 
populated now, 10 or 15 
years from now it’s prob-
ably going to be a much 
different story.”

Further, he said the 
current version of the 
site plan just doesn’t go 
far enough.

“I’m not saying that 
you’re telling us a story, 
but I’m not comfortable 
with just the fact you’re 
going to turn the piles 
more and that’s going to 
mitigate all this odor,” 
Roodvoets said, adding 
he would like more data 
and testimony from 
experts like those at 
MDEQ to back Burns’s 
claims. 

Residents in atten-
dance at the meeting 
commended board mem-
bers for their questioning 
of GFL’s plans, and came 
down hard on the compa-
ny’s presentation.

“I think there were a 
lot of half-truths tonight,” 
said Dean Dennis, a 
Lapeer Township resi-
dent who moderates the 
Lapeer County Topics 
Facebook page, adding 
that planning commis-
sioners “showed more 
reserves than they did 
last time.”

Bob Boyd is an area 
resident who moved to 
a house adjacent to the 
compost facility from 
Florida about a year ago. 

He said the whole 
reason he and his wife 
moved to Michigan was 
because they both strug-
gled with lung issues in 
the southern U.S. Boyd’s 
takeaway from the meet-
ing was similar to that of 
Dennis.

“They’re just giving 
you want you want to 
hear, they’re not telling 
you everything else,” 
Boyd said. 

Allan Hall, another 
area resident, had a note-
book full of questions he 
had about the project, 
disputing everything 
from numbers presented 
by GFL and makeup of 
the compost to claims 
that MDEQ will be heavily 
involved in monitoring 
the site.

He said the bottom 
line on Monday’s meeting 
was that he came away 
with more questions than 
answers.

“We’ve already com-
plained about the smell 
and everything else in 
there…the water…and 
now you want to do 
three times what you’re 
already doing now,” Hall 
said. “Now how does that 
work?” 

The Lapeer Township 
Planning Commission is 
scheduled to meet next 
at 7 p.m. on Oct. 16.
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Pet Adoption Sponsored 
by

PET SUPPLIES “PLUS”
873 S. Main St., Lapeer

245-2200

MARVIN

ABOUT ZAZU
Paradise welcomes back Marvin, whose adopter is moving and cannot take 
him. It’s been a long time since we’ve seen Marvin. In fact, the last time he was 
with us, we were in a different location. Marvin, though, is as sweet as ever! 
While being photographed, this handsome boy was still nervous about his 
new surroundings, alert to every noise, and eager to flee. However, even when 
frightened, he never hissed, scratched, or bit. Gentle caresses and a soft voice 
soothe him. We are happy to report that he survived the photo shoot, is getting 
along with the other cats, loves people, and is now looking for a forever-forever 
home. 
Vet-checked, vaccinated, neutered, and waiting for you! 
Estimated DOB is September 2009. Adoption fee: $100  
Paradise Animal Rescue: 2266 N. Lapeer Road, Lapeer, 
MI 48446 – 810-969-4455

This it Tim who is a big loverboy! Very VERY nice dog! He had 
arrived with Hank, the Redbone, but as you know Hank was adopted 
first thing Saturday so now its this boys turn! Tim is a gentle, loves 
attention, appears house trained, dog friendly, food motivated, de-
cent on leash but does need training. Tim is labeled a Treeing Walk-
er Coonhound, approximately 3-4 years old, and not neutered. His 
adoption fee is $100 which includes a $50 refundable neuter deposit.
 Located at 2396 W Genesee Street, Lapeer, Mi. Adoption 
hours are M-F 8:30-12, 12:30-4:30 with the exception of 
Wednesday the shelter closes at noon. Saturday hours are 
9am-2pm. For more information please call 810-667-0236. TIM

Phil Thick, a planning commission member and liai-
son with the township board, told a GFL represen-
tative that the stench from the company’s compost 
operations “make you want to puke.”

Photos by Andrew Dietderich

Lapeer Township planning commission member Dan Gingell presents photos to Rick Burns, a consultant on 
a 247-acre compost site in the area. Gingell wanted to know why the photos appear to show compost being 
dumped so close, or in, to ponds.

Rick Burns, senior vice president, Northville-based 
NTH Consultants Ltd., told Lapeer Township plan-
ners on Monday that GFL needs a year to turn things 
around at the site that neighbors have expressed con-
cerns about.


