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Locally Owned — Locally Connected — Locally Committed

Lapeer County Sheriff wams of new scam

‘This one really scared me’

BY ANDREW DIETDERICH
810-452-2609 e adietderich@
mihomepaper.com

LAPEER — Lapeer County
Sheriff Scott McKenna is
urging area residents, busi-
ness owners and managers,
and especially doctors to be
aware of a unique, new scam
hitting the area — the likes
of which local law enforce-
ment has never seen.

McKenna told the
Lapeer County Board of
Commissioners that a man
impersonating Lapeer

County Sheriff's Dept.
Detective Jason Parks has
called at least two area doc-
tors through the scam.

The man says he is from
the Lapeer County Sheriff’s
Dept. “warrants division” —
which doesn’t exist — and
advising the doctors that
warrants had been issued for
their arrest for not showing
up to court — which wasn’t
true.

McKenna said he was try-

ing to spread word about the
scam because “this one real-
ly scared me.”

“I got a phone call last
night from a very well-
known, respected doctor
in our town who also hap-
pens to be one of my good
friends,” McKenna said.
“Basically, what happens is
he receives a message from
his front desk people saying
‘This is Sgt. Jason Parks’
and he needs to talk to the

doctor 1mme(llately, it's an
emergency.

The man was told that the
doctor was in surgery and he
couldn’t take a call.

McKenna said the imper-
sonator then called the
surgery center, once again
purporting to be Parks. The
doctor stepped out of sur-
gery to call the number back,
thinking it must have been
some kind of emergency for
Parks to reach out so urgent-
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Lapeer County Sheriff Scott
McKenna updates the Lapeer
County Board of Commissioners
about a scam that is new to the
area.
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ly, McKenna said.

The doctor was
directed to voicemail
that indicated it was
“Lapeer County Sheriff's
Dept. warrants division”
and that they “had
stepped out of the office
for a moment.”

The impersonator
called back immediately
and advised the doctor
that a warrant had been
issued for his arrest
for failure to appear in
court.

McKenna said the
doctor indicated it
wasn't true and that
he would check into it
at the Lapeer County
Courthouse. Undeterred,
the impersonator said
police were going to
come and arrest the
doctor immediately
unless he paid more
than $1,900.

The man told the doc-
tor to make the payment
to his Green Dot card.

Green Dot cards are a
type of credit card that
is untraceable. Police
across the U.S. have
issued warnings about
various types of Green
Dot-card related scams.

Research shows the
most common type
involves Green Dot
MoneyPak cards that
can be bought in many
stores and used to add
money, or “top-up”, a
Green Dot card. Once
the money from the

MoneyPak is added, the
scammer quickly uses
his/her own Green Dot
card to withdraw money
via ATM.

McKenna said the
first doctor who was an
intended scam target,
along with a second,
both contacted the sher-
iff's department because
they felt the calls were
suspicious.

Concurrently, he said,
the doctors reached
out “because they know
Detective Parks...and
to call back and get a
Lapeer County Sheriff’s
Dept. voicemail?”

With regard to Parks
and Lapeer County
being the target of such
a scam, McKenna said
it’'s almost impossible
to track down a suspect
because the number —
810-620-2022 — is linked
to a prepaid mobile
phone, also called a
“burner,” and the Green
Dot-related info is equal-
ly untraceable.

“It’s pretty exten-
sive,” McKenna said. “I
have a feeling once this
rolls out we're probably
going to have multiple
victims...I'm sure this
is happening in every
county across the coun-
try right now.”

To make matters
worse, McKenna said,
when the imperson-
ator was contacted by
the actual Parks and
McKenna, he “mocked”
them by texting and call-
ing all through the night.

McKenna later told
The County Press that
he believes it wouldn’t
take a ton of research
or any kind of computer
hacking to get the info
needed to create a sce-
nario like the attempted
scammer.

“Like Jason, he does
so much media stuff,
if you Google that it's
out there everywhere,”
McKenna said.

McKenna said the
most disturbing aspect
of the attempted scam
is how “personalized” it
was, as opposed to IRS
scams that have become
commonplace.

“To truly set up an
810 area code to the
sheriff’'s department?
Saying it’'s that?”
McKenna said.

To be clear, he said,
no agency — includ-
ing the Lapeer County
Sheriff’s Dept. — would
tell a person to go pur-
chase any kind of pre-
paid money card to pay
for something.

Additionally,
McKenna said the
department would
never contact anyone
via phone with regard
to any real outstanding
warrants. Instead, he
said, it would be han-
dled in person.

Anyone who believes
they have been targeted
as part of the scam is
urged to call the Lapeer
County Sheriff's Dept. at
810-664-1801.



