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LAPEER — An attor-
ney has filed an answer
to a whistleblower law-
suit brought against
Lapeer County, denying
any wrongdoing and
asking a federal court to
dismiss the case.

Tammy Kluge and
Leigh Hauxwell filed
the lawsuit Feb. 9 in
U.S. District Court for
the Eastern District of
Michigan. Defendants are
Lapeer County, Lapeer
County Prosecutor’s
Office, Lapeer County
Prosecuting Attorney
Mike Sharkey and his
chief assistant, Larence
Kozma.

Sharkey and Kozma
fired Kluge and Hauxwell
Dec. 15, though follow-
ing a Jan. 24 grievance
hearing, the county
has reinstated them as
employees now on paid
administrative leave.

Claims in the suit are
violation of Michigan’s
Whistleblowers’
Protection Act, violation
of First and Fourteenth
Amendment rights, and
retaliation. They seek
more than $75,000 in
damages.

The suit alleges
Sharkey and Kozma set
out on a “campaign of
retaliation” and in doing
s0 created a “hostile
work environment”
where “harassment
became intolerable.”
The county is lumped
in because officials did
nothing to address the
situation, the suit claims,
despite being “well aware
of” what was allegedly
happening.

Sharkey told The
County Press the two
were fired for a “whole
host of justifiable rea-
sons.”

“As we Irish say, ‘It's
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all a bunch of malarkey!"” Sharkey told The County
Press, which was the first to report about the case on
Feb. 18.

Court records show Sharkey and Kozma filed their
answers to the complaint on March 9. Their attor-
ney was William E. Pilchak, of Birmingham-based
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Steward PLLC.
They have since changed attorneys, though have dif-
ferent counsel than the county. They are represent-
ed by Thomas L. Fleury of Southfield-based Keller
Thoma PC.

Their answer was filed four days before the attor-
ney representing the county even filed an appear-
ance (the document that says who will represent a
party involved in a lawsuit).

The attorney representing the county is Laura
Amtsbuechler, of Farmington Hills-based Johnson,
Rosati, Schultz & Joppich P.C.

Amtsbuechler was assigned the case by the
Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority
(MMEMA), the county’s insurance provider, because
Kluge and Hauxwell seek damages.

Amtsbuechler filed the answer on behalf of the
county on April 6.

In the answer, the county (as an employer)
“denies any and all allegations of wrongdoing or vio-
lation of law for the reason that these allegations are
untrue.”

The answer appears to make a clear delineation
between the county and the prosecutors regarding
response to any allegations of wrongdoing brought
by Kluge and Hauxwell.

Since the suit was filed, public comments made by
some county officials indicate a disconnect between
how they feel about the firings of Kluge and Hauxwell
versus how it was actually handled by the prosecu-
tors.

The county seeks to have the case dismissed and
asks the court to award it “costs and attorney fees so
wrongfully sustained by the necessity of defense.”




